
                                                                                                                                                             

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY 

Ms. Tuason – Fall 2020 

COURSE SYLLABUS                                                 
 

Email: otuason@gusd.net 

A.  Introduction: 
 The main course goal is to prepare each of you for the A.P. Exam that will be taken in May, and you 

will be eligible to earn college credit.  The goal is to make you aware of important information, new techniques, 

turn you on to the study of the world around you, and the relevance Biology has in your life.  Throughout this 

class, you will develop analytical skills, be introduced to new laboratory techniques, and refine your written 

communication.  The AP Biology Curriculum is framed around eight units:  

 

1. Chemistry of Life 

2. Cell Structure and Function 

3. Cellular Energetics 

4. Cell Communication and Cell Cycle 

5. Heredity 

6. Gene Expression and Regulation 

7. Natural Selection 

8. Ecology 
 

We will tie these eight units every single day throughout the entire year.  This course is very rigorous and 

requires much time and effort to succeed.   As a result, I hope that you develop a passion for the subject matter, 

as well as discover a real world connection.  It is my expectation that you come to class prepared each day (with 

assigned readings and any daily work done before class begins) so you can be actively involved in classroom 

discussions and activities. 

 

B.  Course Description: 

 The Advanced Placement Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a College Introductory 

Biology Course taken by science majors during their first year.  A college biology course differs significantly 

from the usual high school course in respect to the textbook used, the range and depths of topics covered, the 

laboratory work done by students, and the time and effort required.  Again, each night you need to read the 

material which will be discussed in class the next day.  In addition, if you have difficulty when reading about 

specific topics, you may want to utilize “youtube.com” to find educational video clips from Mastering Biology, 

Khan Academy, Crash Course, and Bozeman Biology to help with understanding.  

 

C.  Requirements: 
1. Classroom Materials: Campbell Biology, AP 11th Edition textbook, access to Google Classroom and 

scanning device, composition notebook, pencil, pen (black and red), college-ruled paper, graph paper, 

calculator.  

2. You will need to come prepared to class every day with classroom materials, assigned readings, and 

homework.  A lecture class will include a mixture of PowerPoint presentations, discussions, case 

studies, and problem solving questions.   

3. We will be doing 13 AP labs as well as a few additional ones to help enhance your knowledge and 

understanding of the topics of the year.  You will be asked to answer analysis questions after all of the 

laboratories, as well as graphing and manipulating data.  For each of the AP labs, you may be asked to 

write a full lab report, mini-poster presentation, or Google slide presentation, take a pre-lab quiz, or 

take a post-lab quiz.  The laboratory experience will give each of you the opportunity to learn new 

physical skills, learn to work in groups, find out how biology really works, and create student driven 

experiments.  You will be given the laboratory instructions several days in advance so you can come 

prepared to work.  You will find that on some AP labs, you will be required to “design your own 

experiment” in order to ask a question.  This student-driven learning will carry over into other 

activities done in the classroom. 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-biology-course-a-glance.pdf?course=ap-biology


4. You will be required to maintain a Biology Interactive Learning Log (BILL) for class notes and 

activities. To keep track that the BILL is being completed, I will do audit checks at the end of each 

unit to ensure efficiency. It will be turned in at the end of each semester.   

5. Test questions will be similar to the A.P. exam that involve both multiple-choice questions and free 

response questions. You will be given several AP practice exams prior to the AP Biology exam taken 

in May. The Personal Progress Checks (PPC) on My AP Classroom will be assigned to check for 

understanding of concepts and to practice taking AP style questions. 

 

D.  Classroom Website:  You may access the following classroom websites at the following addresses  

      http://www.gusd.net/cvhs 

                                                                              classroom.google.com 
                                                                               

You may use these websites to get the weekly homework assignments, due dates, and additional science 

websites. Syllabus, daily assignments, lab directions, handouts, links to videos will be posted in our Google 

Classroom. 

 

E.  Behavior:  I have one all-encompassing rule: Student behavior must foster, sustain, promote, and 

respect the learning process.  All other behavior will not be tolerated. 

 Live Zoom Meeting Expectations 

o When you join a meeting know that you will be automatically muted. Only I can unmute you.  

o Use the raise hand feature to get my attention and wait to be called on to ask questions. (I will 

unmute you at this time.) 

o You will not be able to use the chat feature.  

o Any inappropriate behavior/conversation will not be tolerated. Administration will be notified if 

such behavior occurs. 

 Breakout Session Etiquette during Zoom meetings: 

 -Maintain appropriate and professional behavior and language. 

 -Stay on topic and stay focused. 

 -Be a good listener and give each person a chance to speak. 

 -Be ready to share out to the whole group after the breakout session and/or share any outcomes  

  when the teacher visits the group. 

 Live Test/Quiz: Set your alarm, and be ready to take the test/quiz at scheduled time. 

 Any problem with Internet connection/computer, please email me immediately using your phone, 

and use your phone to stay connected. 
                                                                                           
G.  Grades - Grades are based on homework, classwork, tests, quizzes, labs, projects, and class participation. 

 

              Grading Scale: 
  

 90% - 100%  = A                                        

 80% -   89%  = B                                                            

 70% -   79%  = C 

             60% -   69%  = D 

               0% -   59%  = F 

 

● I use a total points grading system.  All the points will be accumulated, and the percentage will be 

calculated based on the total possible points. 

● There is always some homework/reading you can/should be doing.  Plan ahead. No time is given for 

make-up work except in special cases.  It needs to be completed upon your return if you are absent.   

● I do not accept late work. No make-up for any live sessions including tests/quizzes. 

● Requirements on submitting assignments will be provided on the first day of class.  It is important that 

you follow the instructions and the rules since they are closely related to your learning process and 

success in this course. 

 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/
http://www.gusd.net/cvhs


H.  Academic Honesty 
What is cheating? CVHS sent home a detailed page explaining to each person what the honesty policy is for this 

school. Please review it. It can be found online at the CVHS website.   Plagiarism will not be tolerated. 

 

**GUSD - honesty policy & electronic policy followed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gusd.net/cms/lib/CA01000648/Centricity/Domain/1302/2019-20%20Parent%20and%20Student%20Handbook.pdf

